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ORDER OF SERVICE    DECEMBER 23, 2018 
 

Fourth Advent 
 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

Matthew 2:2 
 

Praise & Worship Music  
The Joy of the Lord 

Exult the Saviour’s Birth 
Ready My Heart 

 

Psalms for Advent Video 
Lighting of the Fourth Candle 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
How Many Kings 

 

Pastoral Prayer/Offering  
In the Bleak Midwinter  

 

Message  
The Unexpected King 

Matthew 2:1-23 
Pastor Ken Stoesz 

 

Closing 
Hallelujah Chorus 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

• For the children and leaders of our Christmas Eve play; that they 
may have joy in their preparations 

• For Shoaib Ebadi, director of Square One Media as he shares the 
gospel online in Afghanistan 



 

The Joy of the Lord 
Edmond Martin Cash, Gareth Andrew Gilkeson, Christopher Dean Llewellyn 

 

Verse 1 
Though tears may fall 

my song will rise, my song will rise to You 
Though my heart may fail 

my song will rise, my song will rise to You 
While there’s breath in my lungs 

I will praise You, Lord 
 

Verse 2 
In the dead of night 

I’ll lift my eyes, I’ll lift my eyes to You 
When the waters rise 

I’ll lift my eyes, I’ll lift my eyes to You 
While there’s hope in this heart 

I will praise You, Lord 

Chorus 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 

In the darkness I’ll dance 
In the shadows I’ll sing 

The joy of the Lord is my strength 

Verse 3 
When I cannot see You with my eyes 

let faith arise to You 
When I cannot feel Your hand in mine 

let faith arise to You 
God of mercy and love 
I will praise You, Lord 

WORSHIP IN SONG 

-over- 



 

 
 

Verse 4 
You shine with glory, Lord of light 

I feel alive with You 
In Your presence now, I come alive 

I am alive with You 
There is strength when I say 

“I will praise You, Lord” 

Chorus x2 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 

In the darkness I’ll dance 
In the shadows I’ll sing 

The joy of the Lord is my strength 

 

Bridge 
When sorrow comes my way 
You are the shield around me 

Always You remain, 
like courage in the fight 
I hear You call my name 

Jesus, I am coming 
Walking on the waves 
Reaching for Your light 

{Chorus} x2 

 



 

        Exult the Saviour’s Birth 
Matt Boswell & D.A. Carson 

 
Verse 1 

Shepherds watched their flocks at night, 
attending lowly sheep; 

Now within a cattle shed, a much stranger watch they keep. 
Today, a Savior has been born and He is Christ, the Lord; 

Placed within a humble trough, this baby must be adored. 

Verse 2 
Pagan wise men from the East seek out the infant King; 

Trackless miles behind them lie and now all their rev’rence bring. 
They have come to worship Him with spices and with gold; 

Countless millions seek Him still, who’s advent was long foretold. 

Verse 3 
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is giv’n; 

He shall reign in righteousness, this Counselor King from heav’n. 
The government will rest on Him, He is the mighty God; 

Prince of Peace, this gentle King yet rules with a mighty rod. 

Verse 4 
Scriptures say that Mary’s boy was born that he might die; 

Angel voices burst in praise, their harmony fills the sky. 
Sing, “Glory in the highest heav’n!” 

Sing, “Gracious peace on earth!” 
Those on whom His favor rests, exult in the Saviour’s birth. 

 
 

             

 

 

WORSHIP IN SONG 



 

Ready My Heart 
Lois Shuford 

 
Verse 1  

Ready my heart for the birth of Immanuel 
Ready my soul for the Prince of Peace 

Heap the straw of my life 
For His body to lie on 

Light the candle of hope 
Let the child come in 

(repeat) 
 

Chorus 
Alleluia, alleluia 

Alleluia, Christ the Saviour is born 
 

Verse 2 
Mine is the home that is poor and is barren 

Mine is the stable of cold and stone 
Break the light to each corner 

Of doubt and of darkness 
Now the Word is made flesh 

For the birth of me 
 

Chorus x2 
Alleluia, alleluia 

Alleluia, Christ the Saviour is born 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP IN SONG 



 
 
Matthew 2: 1-12 (ESV) 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem,  saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him;  and assembling all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 
the prophet: 
 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  And 
going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed to their own country by another way. 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORSHIP IN SONG 

 

 



 
How Many Kings 
Jason Germain | Marc Martel 

 
Verse 1 

Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe after all we've projected 

A child in a manger 
Lowly and small the weakest of all 

Unlikeliest hero wrapped in His mother's shawl - Just a child 
Is this who we've waited for 'cause 

 
Chorus 

How many kings stepped down from their thrones 
How many lords have abandoned their homes 

How many greats have become the least for me 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 

To romance a world that is torn all apart 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me 

 
Verse 2 

Bringing out gifts for the newborn Saviour 
All that we have whether costly or meek 

Because we believe 
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure 

And myrrh for the cross He'll suffer 
Do you believe - Is this who we've waited for 

 
{Chorus} x2 

 
Ending 

Only one did that for me 

 

WORSHIP IN SONG 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unexpected King 
Matthew 2:1-23 

Pastor Ken Stoesz 
 

Sermon Notes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week’s text: 1 Peter1:1-5 

 

MESSAGE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

Mon. 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Service Sun. 10:00 am: Worship Service 
Tue. 10:00 am Christmas Day Service   Speaker: Pastor Phil Kernaghan 
Wed. Office Closed                
  
  
  
     
     
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Tomorrow, December 24 at 6:30 pm – EMBC hosts a Christmas Eve service! 
Please join us for an enjoyable evening of singing together and watching a play 
being put on by Kids Loft and a few members of the congregation. 
 
If you or your children are involved in the Christmas Eve Play, please be sure 
to arrive at the church no later than 6:00 pm for one final practice. 
 
Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 am – EMBC Christmas Day service 

 
Taylia Enns is raising support to serve at a kid’s camp in New Zealand.  If you 
would like to support her, please contact Marni Enns in the office. 
 
Mom’s Group will resume on January 9, 2019   
 
Thank you for your support and donations for this years Christmas Cheer 
Board hampers. We were able to give 5 families in the Elmwood Community 
hampers this year with non perishable items, additional items and gifts for 
the children. Thank you again! – Sara Dueck 

Henry and Else Dueck would like to say thank you to all who prayed for and 
supported them while they were in poor health.  
 
Receipts for 2018 will be given for donations dated and given by Dec. 31st, 
2018 or dated and postmarked no later than Dec. 31st, 2018.  To check on your 
donations to date, please call Marni at the Church office (204-668-3244). 
 
Christmas and New Years Office Hours 
The church office will be open until 12:00 pm on December 24th  
The church office will be closed on December 26th  
The church office will be closed on December 31st  
The church office will be closed on January 1st  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A special thanks to those who helped with our service this Sunday: 

Phil Enns, Megan Enns, Sean Major, RandyMac Mittelstadt, 
 Christy Penner, Kim Rivard, Phil Toruno, Karen Warner  

 
 
 

Ken Stoesz, Lead Pastor 
Sean Major • Marni Enns, Associate Pastors 

Victoria Kornelsen • Cody Forsman, Ministry Coordinators 
Cody Forsman, Admin • Wilfred Bergen, Custodian 

General Office Hours: M-Th 8:30am – 2:00 pm 
145 Henderson Hwy. • Winnipeg, MB • R2L 1L4 

Email: office@elmwoodmb.com 
www.elmwoodmb.com 

 
To hear past sermons/sermon series visit elmwoodmb.com 
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