
 
 
 

 
SMALL GROUPS (CONTINUED): 
1.  They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teachings.  Does your 
group regularly use the Bible as the ‘textbook’, the place of study and 
the central point of discussion?  

2.  They devoted themselves to prayer.  Do you make regular time to 
pray sincerely for one another out of a genuine knowledge of each 
other’s lives?  Knowing each others’ rhythm of life is vital.     

3.  They met regularly (this was daily, but I would recommend 
once/week or 3 out of 4 weeks).  To have well informed and sincere 
prayers requires regularly being together.  If you only meet once a 
month or less, how will you be able to pray or have time to study 
scripture together?  Your time will be taken up with catching up (not a 
bad thing…but it can bully out the more important parts of the small 
group to keep it healthy and growing) 

4.  They had a missional intentionality about them. They were looking 
beyond their own needs and inviting others to join them. Is your group 
open to inviting new people to join?  Are you clear as to why or why 
not?  Have you developed a philosophy (have you talked) about the 
idea of splitting and birthing a new group if you’re too big? 

Okay…actually there are 5 key points, but this last one is kind of 
assumed, but let it be clear: 

5.  They practiced hospitality.  It says in Acts 2 they broke bread 
together, definitely this is the Lord’s supper, but also implied is they 
ate together, enjoyed each others hospitality; allowed the regular 
mess of their lives to be shared with each other.  No performances, 
simple meals, good conversations and friendships being formed.   

There is plenty more to unpack with these points, so I would invite you 
to join me on April 17th, at 6:30pm here at the church to talk through 
more ideas about small groups and how to implement this recipe, let 
me know if it rises!   

-Ken Stoesz 
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MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH OF MANITOBA: 

 Join us on March 4-5 for Assembly 2016 at Westwood 
Community Church in Winnipeg.  Our theme is “The Church and 
its Mission” and guest speakers include: Chris Stevens, Bill Hogg, 
and Elton Da Silva.  To register for the event or for more 
information on the keynote speakers, a full schedule, and a list of 
workshop topics please go to http://mbcm.ca/  

MENNONITE BRETHREN COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE: 

 HOST AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT!  MBCI is looking for homes 
that are interested in hosting an International student in the fall 
of 2016. Students coming to Canada attend high school, grades 9-
12 and come from various countries around the world. The host 
home provides a "Home away from Home" and will be 
compensated for living expenses. If you are interested in hosting 
an International student and gaining your own experiences in 
hosting a student, please contact the Host Home Coordinator for 
detailed information: Anny Tielman 204-667-8210; 
atielman@mbci.mb.ca 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA: 

 Sam’s Place – On March 4, 2016 MCC Low German Mennonite 
Services presents Paraguayan Mennonite Music Celebration.  The 
event is free and begins at 7:30 pm (replacing the event originally 
scheduled for Feb. 25th).  Musical guests include 3MolPlaut and  
Low German folk singers while Tina Fehr Kehler and Elfrieda 
Schroeder will share on their Paraguayan Mennonite Experiences. 

 Supporting Refugees who have Experienced Trauma Workshop- 
If you are a refugee sponsor or a prospective sponsor and would 
like to know how to support refugees who have survived 
traumatic events, you are invited to attend this event on Saturday, 
March 5 from 8:45am to 1:30pm at MCCM Programs Office, 159 
Henderson Hwy.  The workshop will include a presentation about 
trauma, a personal story of a former refugee, a panel discussion 
and lunch.  Space is limited.  Please register by email: 
meronmekonnengeberu@mennonitecc.ca or phone (204) 925-
1910 
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