
Summer Day Camp 
The week of July 25-29 around 40 
children, 13 youth volunteers, and 
20 adult volunteers enlivened the 
church for our week of Summer 
Day Camp.  This year our theme 
was, “Following Jesus, the light of 
the world.”  The kids were split 
into two groups: School-aged and 
Preschool.  In the mornings after 
breakfast, the whole group would 
meet together in the sanctuary to 
learn our Bible Point for the day, 
sing together and watch skits that 
echoed the theme. To get there 
however, the kids had to walk & 
crawl through a stairwell 
decorated like a cave.  This was a 
highlight for Anthony each 
morning. Oliver enjoyed singing his 
favourite song “He is the Light” in 
our morning worship time, while 
Ezra loved dancing along with the 
music.  

The rest of the morning was filled 
with Bible stories and activities 
that reinforced the theme and 
Bible point of the day.  Jadyn 
enjoyed the science experiments 
and learned that Jesus gives us 
hope. While Andrew especially 
enjoyed the games Mr. Tim led 
outside on the pavement. In the 
preschool room Katherine, Olivia 
and Kieren loved to explore our 
cardboard-box cave with 
headlamps & flashlights.  
Preschoolers like Kieren and school 
aged kids like Charlotte both 
enjoyed the KidVid Cinema where  

 
they watched a video clip about 
someone their age who was 
learning to follow Jesus in 
situations that many kids face like 
fear of storms, getting lost, the loss 
of a loved one, & getting along with 
siblings. 

After lunch the preschoolers 
headed home while the school-age 
kids had afternoon field trips.  
Wyatt loved going to KidCity while 
Natalie’s favorite trip was to the 
Children’s museum. Other trips 
included Fraser’s Grove Park, 
swimming, and Kildonan Park. 

I spent my week volunteering with 
the preschoolers and found 
daycamp to be challenging as I was 
physically tired after the high 
energy mornings & afternoons of 
planning and setup.  However, I 
appreciated the morning devotion 
times that the staff volunteers had 
before starting our day.  This was a 
time to encourage each other, but 
also to thank God for the 
opportunity to speak His Truth into 
the lives of these kids who came. I 
came away from the week 
physically exhausted yes, but also 
encouraged to continue to follow 
Jesus and to live in a way so that 
my little girl can learn to follow 
Him too. 

 – Kara Plett 

 
 
 

There are hints everywhere in the 
New Testament, definitely the fruits 
of the spirit (peace, patience, 
kindness, mercy, forgiveness, 
gentleness, humility, etc.), and 
these we labour to see grow in our 
church members in the year to 
come.  But it stems back to the core 
of it all—we proclaim, and embrace 
the truth of the Gospel (Good 
News!) of Jesus Christ who saved us 
while we were sinners (Romans 
5:8).  This is not the starting point of 
the Christian faith, this is the 
summation of the Christian faith 
and a deep understanding leads to 
maturity and transformation of a 
person, a church and a community.  
This is our hope and goal for this 
season ahead in all our ministries! 

  -Pastor Ken 

     October  2016 

 

 
 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

There is a season for everything, 
and a time for every activity under 
heaven: a time to give birth and a 
time to die; a time to plant and a time 
to uproot…with that, the writer of 
Ecclesiastes notes with candid 
honesty that different seasons of life 
bring different needs and responses.  
With the fall comes a new season in 
the church.  Different activities 
startup, and the church reconsiders 
why we are here, what is the point of 
it all.  At a recent leadership retreat, 
our council considered this verse and 
its application to Elmwood: “We 
proclaim Him (Jesus), warning and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
so that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ.” Col.1:28. What 
does it mean to be mature in Christ? 

 



Tribute to Grete 
Grete is a familiar face to most 
people at EMBC as she has worked 
on staff as the custodian for 11 
years.  The stories below shed light 
on the way that Grete worked and 
served over her years here on staff.  
Thank you Grete! 
 
Over the past years Grete is usually 
the first person I'd see on a Sunday 
morning.  Coming up the stairs 
from the parking lot I’d see her 
sitting at one of the tables, usually 
having a quiet chat with Abe.   She 
would always greet me with a 
smile and a warm “hello”. The 
smell of fresh brewed coffee, 
graciously provided by Grete, has 
been a welcome aroma I’ve 
enjoyed year-round.  If I needed 
tables set up for any occasion, I 
knew I could depend on Grete to 
get the job done. Working with 
Grete in the kitchen has been an 
education.  She’s one of those 
cooks who doesn’t need to follow a 
recipe to make food taste good. 
 Many times I’ve seen Grete go the 
extra mile to make a meal special, 
often using produce from her own 
garden, and witnessed countless 
unseen acts of kindness. Her 
generosity has touched many lives 
by cooking meals for banquets, 
church meetings, summer Day 
Camp and providing home-made 
chicken noodle soup for Donwood. 
 Thank you Grete, for always being 
a patient teacher in the kitchen. 
 May God bless you for all you’ve 

done and continue to use your gifts 
to bless others.  

-Maria Funk 
 

Grete & I worked together for four 
years, and I have many good 
memories as I think back to those 
years. Certainly, the warmth she 
created over regular coffee times, 
coupled with tasty homemade 
treats was a highlight. Additionally, 
having a positive relationship 
between Youth Pastor & Custodian, 
which I hear can be challenging for 
others in other Churches, was not a 
challenge with Grete - she was 
consistently gracious, and it was a 
treat to work alongside of her, 
even if we made a mess during a 
youth event that she cleaned up. 
What most stands out to me, 
however, is something that much 
of the church never gets to see. In 
our weekly staff meetings, we 
would take turns leading a 
devotional, to build up and 
encourage one another, and to 
focus us on the great work God has 
called us to. I recall very fondly 
Grete's great love for Scripture, her 
faithful reading of it, and her gentle 
and truthful reflections on God's 
word. Grete is a woman of the 
word, and she brought perspective 
that I learned so much from. Grete, 
I am thankful for the time I got to 
spend with you working together, 
and continue to pray for you and 
your family in this new season!  

-Curtis Klassen 

Grete came to our church as a 
custodian and has done that work 
remarkably well.  She has been 
involved in maintaining the 
cleanliness of the church, but has 
also been involved in a lot of food 
preparation for others.  For 
example, she has made and served 
many meals at church, baked for 
coffee breaks, made perogies en 
mass for MCC events, & prepared 
soup for Donwood fundraising 
events.  Now who would expect 
that a person involved in so many 
practical works would also be 
available to preach the Word of 
God from the pulpit with 
excellence?   This is exactly what 
Grete did when our church held 
German services.   She is a practical 
worker, but also a faithful and 
dedicated servant of God.  May 
God continue to bless her.  

-Gussie Schroeder 

Ecclesiastes 3:22 “I have seen that 
there is nothing better than for a 
person to enjoy his activities 
because that is his reward.  For 
who can enable him to see what 
will happen after he dies?” I 
considered this verse as it applies 
to Grete Froese, actually Abe and 
Grete.  Grete completed 11 years 
on staff at EMBC at the end of 
summer and we are so grateful for 
their love and care for the church 
building and her people over those 
many years.  She has seen many 
pastors come and go, she has 
helped facilitate funerals, 

children’s activities, Sunday 
morning services, banquets galore, 
and so many other events…but 
consistently along the way, she has 
brought a diligence and joy to her 
job, turning it from a task to a 
ministry.  The church is stronger 
and is so very thankful for the 
committed love and service to this 
community over such a period of 
time.  We love and appreciate both 
Grete and Abe, and miss their 
service immensely.   

-Ken Stoesz 

 
Church Picnic 
Well, the story starts several 
months ago when Carly came up 
with a brilliant plan to have 
rollkuchen & watermelon for the 
annual church picnic on June 12th.  
Being a good Mennonite boy, I 
immediately agreed. We devised a 
plan to find an expert in the art of 
rollkuchen making, (aka Lena 
Braun). She immediately accepted 
the position of rollkuchen master. 

So fast-forward to the Saturday 
before the picnic where Lena 
ambitiously decided that we should 
make 4000 rollkuchen. Roughly a 
dozen people showed up at church 
to help in this endeavour. We 
started with the dough & quickly 
made a rollkuchen assembly line, 
pumping them out like there’s no 
tomorrow.  
Our rollkuchen crew worked very  
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Church Picnic *continued * 
well together, we even had several 
people stop in to be our “quality 
controllers”.  By the time we got to 
roughly 1000 rollkuchen we 
realized that 4000 pieces would be 
way too much so we settled for the 
more reasonable amount of 2000. 
Boy were we wrong! We should 
have stopped at 1000. By the end 
of the day 2000 rollkuchen took 
over the kitchen. That evening 
Carly & I come to the conclusion 
that it would have to be an indoor 
picnic, due to the weather. 

On Sunday after the service, 
people start filling in the 
basement, we even ran out of 
tables & had to set up additional 
seating. It was amazing to see 
everyone come together in 
fellowship & to watch people 
enjoying the company of each 
other. 
Watching from the back I can say, 
you could feel God’s fellowship & 
love permeate throughout the 
basement. Watching people enjoy 
themselves & laughing with each 
other was an amazing sight to 
behold. It couldn’t have been done 
without the help & effort put in by 
everyone involved. 
Thanks to Lena Braun for leading & 
teaching us, the rollkuchen crew, 
while helping us make 2000 
rollkuchen. 

 
 

Summer Event Coordinator 
When I first began my position as 
Summer Event Coordinator at 
Elmwood, I wasn’t exactly sure 
which direction it would take me 
in. Unlike other summer jobs that 
feature a monotonous, unchanging 
daily routine, my day was very 
open-ended. At the start, Pastor 
Ken gave me a list of some core 
tasks I needed to cover, but this 
left much of my 40-hour work 
week open.  
Choosing which areas of need I 
focused my efforts on proved to be 
the most challenging part of my 
time working at the church, but 
also the most rewarding. The youth 
events I organized took a ton of 
planning and preparation, but 
spending time with the younger 
members of our church and having 
group discussions about God made 
it all worth it. Introducing myself to 
new people in the local Elmwood 
neighbourhood took a lot of 
courage for a “social caterpillar” 
like me, but once I overcame my 
shyness I found that I had met 
some great people and hope I gave 
them a good impression of 
Christian living in the process.  

At the end of my position at the 
church, I looked back and tried to 
figure out how we managed to 
have so many successful events at 
the church this summer. It sure 
wasn’t the product of my work 
alone; there was no way I could 
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Summer Event Coordinator 
*continued from insert front* 

have run everything myself. 
Rather, my work this summer was 
a testament to how well the 
church can rally around a cause. If 
ever I needed a volunteer, I’d have 
a dozen people coming out of the 
woodwork to help. The reason we 
were able to have an awesome day 
camp, two youth nights, a 
barbecue, and the various other 
things that took place was the 
individual volunteers stepping up 
to get things done. It was truly an 
inspiring thing to witness. I thank 
you for having me as the Summer 
Event Coordinator this year. 

 – Paul Klassen 

 

Youth Pastor Search Update 
For the past 5 months the youth 
pastor search committee (Andrew 
Klassen, Zach Reichardt, Alannah 
Mittlestadt, Ken Stoesz, Laurie 
Dyck, April Klassen and Mary 
Unruh) have been working 
diligently on filling the post.  There 
have been a number of applicants 
yet we continue to search for an 
individual who matches our desire 
for this position.  Currently our 
leadership council is reviewing the 
job description and in particular 
the greater needs of the church to 
discern how best to hire for the 
years to come.  In the meantime, 
Curtis Klassen has agreed to 
oversee and implement a youth 
program with a new batch of 

volunteers, all the while continuing 
to serve as moderator--for this we 
are very thankful.  Please continue 
to pray for our search committee 
and for our leadership council as 
they continue to discern needs 
within the church, and for our 
youth program as the leaders take 
on greater responsibilities.  

-Pastor Ken Stoesz 

 

Worship Night 
On Friday June 17th a team of 
Young Adults led a Worship Night 
in the church basement. It was a 
night of singing, scripture reading, 
& prayer. The theme of the night 
was "Our Need for Jesus". Paul 
Kornelsen led the night giving a 
short message that encouraged us 
to reflect on our desperate need 
for our saviour, Jesus. It was a 
wonderful evening for all those 
who participated. Thank you to all 
who helped with set up, treats, & 
music. Keep your eyes peeled for 
future Worship Nights led by our 
Young Adults Team.  

-Zach Reichardt  

 

Upcoming Events 
Sat., Oct. 15 –  
     Thanksgiving Banquet 
Sun. Nov. 6 – Worship Night 
Sun. Nov. 13 – Dave & Louise    
     Sinclair-Peters will be in our 
     morning service 
Sun. Nov. 20 – Bear Pit 
Sun. Dec. 4 – Worship Night 
Tues., Dec. 13 - Christmas Banquet 
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