
 
Wednesday Morning 
Volunteering 
 
I have had the privilege of 
helping out at ''Mom's  
Group" this year. As a 
volunteer I help to care for 
between 6 and 10 children 
who are always full of energy 
and keep us busy. They enjoy 
the toys, books, games 
available in the new nursery 
space and they all love snack 
time. It's good for kids to get 
out and meet others their 
age because it helps them 
develop social skills. As 
volunteers, we want to give 
them a warm and inviting 
atmosphere in which to play.  

Mom's be assured, they are 
getting lots of hugs and 
cuddles!  

Volunteering at mom’s 
group is also a way of 
bridging a generation gap. 
We as volunteers not only 
get to know the children but 
also their moms. With so  

 

 

  

 

 

many new faces in the 
nursery this past year, this 
has been very helpful. 

One of the reasons I like to 
help out is because I 
remember how important it 
was for me as a young 
mother to have some time to 
meet with other ladies and 
feel relaxed knowing that  

my child was well taken care 
of.  It is also important for the 
moms to spend some time 
talking about motherhood, 
sharing stories, laughing 
about events, and discussing 
their day.  

While the volunteers are 
with the kids, the moms are 
able to get together and read 
a devotional, have a time of 
discussion and spend some 
time in prayer. I love 
this!  That's reason enough 
to continue volunteering.  

-Helen Streilein 

 

  

July  2017 Psalms for the Summer 
We will look at subjects like God’s 
great power, how do we handle 
depression, what do we do when we 
are afraid, where is God when life 
hurts and is confusing, and 
remembering God’s sovereign hand 
of comfort and protection.  If you 
cannot make every Sunday, check 
out the sermons posted on our 
website or read ahead—here are 
some of the Psalms we will be 

considering this summer:   Psalm:  
32, 39, 42, 67, 68, 91, 103, 107, 121, 
and 131. 

 
 – Pastor Ken Stoesz 

Psalm 1 makes an incredible 
promise—those who delight in God’s 
instructions and who ‘chew’ on it 
constantly will bear fruit every month 
and every season.  That’s an 
incredible promise!  Think about your 
days and months—some are surely 
better than others, and its not as if 
the Psalmist is unaware that there is 
trouble in life, almost half the book of 
Psalms are laments asking God why 
are things the way they are in the 
world.  This summer we are 
dedicating each Sunday to consider 
and chew (with our minds and 
hearts) on the instructions of God 
found in the book of Psalms. 

 



Associate Pastor Search 
  

During the fall of 2016, Leadership 
Council committed time to pray & 
discern God’s leading for EMBC, 
specifically in regards to our 
staffing needs.  An outcome of 
that discernment process was the 
approval of a job description for 
an Associate Pastor position. 
Soon after, Leadership Council 
recommended that EMBC form a 
Search Committee & initiate the 
search for an Associate Pastor. 
With the congregation’s support 
and affirmation, the Search 
Committee assumed the work & 
responsibility of seeking and 
recommending a suitable 
candidate to Leadership Council.  

The Search Committee met for 
the first time on February 2, & 
continued to meet regularly for 
the next three months. During 
that time, they reviewed all 
applications and conducted 
multiple interviews. Most 
importantly, they spent much 
time in prayer, taking comfort in 
knowing that (to quote the Search 
Committee Chairperson) “God 
had already chosen our Associate 
Pastor, and that our job was 
simply to discover His choice.” 

In mid April, the Search 
Committee advised Leadership 
Council of their recommendation 
that Sean Major be invited to 

candidate for the position of 
Associate Pastor.  The committee 
reported to have been “struck by 
the depth of Sean’s passion for 
Christ, his thoroughly developed 
vision for the Elmwood 
neighborhood, and his deep 
empathy and likeability. We feel 
that Sean has strong gifts in the 
areas that we need our Associate 
Pastor to be strong in, and that his 
presence will be an exciting 
catalyst for moving our church 
forward in the coming years”. 

The next step was for Leadership 
Council to schedule a meeting 
with Sean for a conversational 
interview; an opportunity for 
Council members to hear Sean’s 
faith story, ask him questions and 
receive some questions from him 
in return. Leadership Council fully 
supported the Search 
Committee’s recommendation, 
and on May 7, advised the 
Congregation that Sean would be 
invited to candidate for the 
Associate Pastor position.  

Two evening meetings were 
scheduled for EMBC members to 
meet Sean and his wife Jennifer 
and bring questions forward for 
discussion. The candidating 
process concluded on May 28 with 
Sean preaching during the 
morning service. Leadership 
Council’s recommendation to 
invite Sean to accept the Associate 

Pastor position went to 
Congregational vote later that 
day, and was overwhelmingly 
supported! Sean accepted our 
invitation that afternoon, and 
assumed his new role at Elmwood 
on Monday, June 12.  

Sean and Jennifer, we welcome 
you to our church family, and look 
forward to serving alongside you. 
We are grateful to God for His 
leading, and eagerly wait to see 
what He has in store for Elmwood.  

-Lori Dueck 

 
Workers for the Harvest 
 

“The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few.” Matthew 9:37  
I was in my mid 20’s when Curt, a 
fellow Safeway employee, 
explained to me, upon my 
request, who God was and then 
proceeded to share the Gospel 
with me. Each time I reflect upon 
that discussion two truths 
powerfully resonate within me. 
Firstly I am struck with how the 
Lord worked within me and 
prompted me to seek Him out 
despite how I was living a very 
worldly life. My own experience 
reinforced the reality that the 
Lord is always planting seeds of 
faith and growing a harvest (Matt. 
9:37) all around us, and people 
whom we may not think would be 
interested in the Gospel are 

actually craving for someone to 
explain the truth of God to them 
as Philip did for the Ethiopian in 
Acts 8:26-40. 

The second truth that I love to 
reflect on is that the one who 
shared the Gospel with me was a 
fellow Safeway employee. One of 
God’s “workers” was a friend who 
personally loved God and was 
ready to share the Gospel and His 
testimony when the Lord opened 
up opportunities for him to do so. 
That conversation showed me 
how the Lord can use each of us if 
we are willing to follow His lead. 

When I think of the blessing my 
wife Jennifer and I have received 
in being able to join the Elmwood 
MB Church family, I get excited to 
hear your God stories, the Lord’s 
footprints in the sand (Psa 77:19). 
I’m also extremely excited to 
partner with Pastor Ken and the 
Elmwood congregation to be used 
by the Holy Spirit to help others 
fall in love with God, to help build 
us all into disciple makers and to 
encourage us to share our  
faith story with the ‘Sean’s’ of  
the world that are in our classes  
at school, in our work places or  
at other life intersections the  
Lord guides us to.   

-Sean Major 
 


