
Valentine’s Lunch 
We experienced the glories of Paris 
during the four-course Valentine’s 
dining experience! 
The waiter in white shirt and tie was 
most gracious as he introduced 
himself to the four of us seated at a 
small table. He cheerfully described 
the meal we would have. 
We didn't have long to wait before 
he brought the appetizer, a serving 
plate with a few long spicy green 
beans surrounded by ham-swirls, 
garlic sausage slices and three kinds 
of thinly-cut cheese and a fair-sized 
bowl of biscuits surrounding a dish 
of jalapeño sauce--not as spicy as I 
had expected—mmm good! Our 
waiter attentively kept our water 
glasses filled to the brim. 
Our main meal on a petite plate 
looked so small to one's appetite! 
Chicken cordon bleu, a vegetable 
dish with a difference and finely cut 
'potatoes anna' turned out to be a 
very satisfying meal. Two of our 
four-some asked for extra pepper 
and when he brought a shaker he 
asked where and how much to 
sprinkle, quite to the surprise of us 
all! He then disappeared for a time, 
shaker and all. 
It was a delight to be served a 
spiced apple cider in goblets that 
were topped up as we ate our main 
course.  

 

 

We discussed what might be served 
for dessert but we had not 
anticipated what appeared after 
our main course plates were 
cleared. A tall pyramid was gingerly 
carried to the table! We excitedly 
dunked bite-sized cold cream puffs 
into the accompanying small dish of 
hot caramel sauce. Ah, how 
delicious!! A beverage of our choice 
completed our meal. 
All the ladies of the church were 
'loved on' by the men who 
graciously served us.  Waiters 
served us the meal; other groups of 
men presented a 'French' program 
of drama, literature and live music, 
while still others prepared the food 
and made sure the dishes were 
done! 
We ladies experienced a precious 
day together and were given the 
opportunity to clap for each group 
of men for their acts of service to us. 
At the conclusion, God was given 
thanks for the difference we 
women make to the men between 
Valentine Days! 
Smiles crept over the women’s 
faces as each received a long-
stemmed red rose upon her 
departure. My rose continued to 
have such lasting beauty, its 
fragrance filling the room! It was a 
day much appreciated. 

 – Anna Enns 

April  2017 Easter 
world.’, and ‘If He is for us then who can 
be against us?’.  His love restores, 
repairs, rebuilds and renews, making 
springs of life come from within us and 
so much more!  As you approach the 
celebrations and reflections of Easter 
don’t let the simple profound message of 
the love of God drift past you, but echo 
Paul’s words “For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  Romans 8:38-39 
 

May you be warmed by 
the Love of God this Easter, 

 
 – Pastor Ken Stoesz 

“He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all 
things?” (Romans 8:32).  It can be subtle 
and easy to begin to believe that God 
loves us because he must, or that he 
tolerates us because Jesus died for us.  
But the death and resurrection of Jesus is 
the ultimate demonstration of the love 
of God for us, “But God showed his great 
love for us by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners.” Romans 
8:32. Christmas is a great celebration of 
the incarnation—God sending his Son to 
become man, but its purpose is made 
clear in the story of the resurrection—
God rescuing fallen mankind because 
God loves and has planned before 
creation that Jesus, the Son of God would 
die for those He has called.  So we can 
utter the truth more fully that ‘He who is 
in us is greater than he that is in the 
 



Library Update  

Colossians 1:28 is slowly becoming 
Elmwood’s theme verse this year, 
especially applying to one ministry 
in particular: the library! “He is the 
one we proclaim, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
so that we may present everyone 
fully mature in Christ.”  

A 2010 Christianity Today article 
discussed the relevance of church 
libraries, stating, “A church library is 
a storehouse of materials that 
reinforces a church's message or 
aids people who want to dig 
deeper.” As a not-yet-fully formed 
library committee, we have 
discussed the library’s role: to 
enhance and strengthen the 
message and mission of Elmwood 
and to equip its patrons with the 
wisdom and understanding 
necessary for living a Christian 
life. We are aiming to do this by 
providing books and other 
materials that will build up, bring 
readers to a place of worship, and 
strengthen convictions. 

Over the summer of 2016, I spent 
many hours putting the existing 
library collection onto a searchable 
online catalogue that anyone with 
an Internet connection can view. It 
is my hope that, once things are up 
and running in the new library 
space, this resource will be used to 
its full potential. I look forward to 
seeing you in our new space! 
Welcome to the library! 

– Phil Enns 

Church Admin Position 
Working at the Church is an 
interesting experience. I didn’t plan 
on taking a year off from school to 
work at church, but God said no to 
my plans and told me to listen to 
His. When I started working as the 
admin, I was nervous and didn’t 
know what to expect. However, 
once I got used to how the week 
went, I was able to spend my time 
better and was more comfortable 
with changes in the schedule. 
Throughout the week I work on the 
bulletin, answer phones, send out 
emails, and update the information 
on the website, Facebook, and 
Instagram. Mondays, we begin with 
a staff meeting and discuss things 
for the week ahead and then I add 
the sermon to our website. 
Tuesday, I continue working on the 
weekly tasks. Wednesday, I add 
songs to the bulletin and prepare 
announcements and projector 
slides for Sunday. I also get to break 
up my week by helping out Mom’s 
Group by supervising (aka playing 
with) the kids. Thursday, I finish the 
bulletin and print it. Depending on 
the week, I may also prepare and 
print a Question Sheet for 
“Connecting the Missional Church”, 
an insert, or a Newsletter. I finish 
Thursdays by uploading the bulletin 
to the website, email it to a few who 
request it, and I mail out the bulletin 
to our shut-in’s. 
While it doesn’t all sound very 
exciting, I enjoy it because I know 

I’m doing God’s will by serving the 
church. Discipleship is a major 
component of the job at church. In 
our weekly meetings, we take time 
to focus on God and the Bible. I am 
also able to have meetings with Ken 
where we talk about discipleship. 
I’m currently reading C.S. Lewis’, 
“Mere Christianity”, as I learn new 
ideas and ways to approach 
Christianity and evangelism. While 
the week can get very busy around 
the church, I enjoy the challenge 
and opportunity to help out. 

 – Taylia Enns 

Bethlehem Conference 
In January, I was able to attend the 
Bethlehem conference for pastors 
and church leaders in Minneapolis, 
along with several other members 
of leadership council and pastoral 
staff. The conference included a day 
of multiple, one hour long 
workshops on various aspects of 
church ministry, followed by 
another day and a half of main 
sessions with different speakers 
including John Piper, Mark Dever, 
Thabiti Anyabwile, Zane Pratt and 
Jason Meyer. The title theme was 
Gospel Ambition: advancing gospel 
glory deep and wide, and had a 
dominant focus on the purity and 
consistency of the Gospel, disciple 
making and global missions.  

The workshop sessions I was able to 
attend were information-filled and 
practical, including workshops on 
church discipline, practical 

discipleship, church leadership and 
family ministries. Participating in 
times of worship and learning under 
sound biblical preaching along with 
a few thousand other believers in 
the same space gave me the intense 
appreciation of unity in Christ and a 
fueled desire for the Glory of His 
Name. One highlight and reality that 
was driven home for me during this 
time is that as Christians, we are all 
called to be disciple makers of Christ 
(see Matt. 28:18-20). The call to not 
only follow Jesus, but to teach 
others to do the same is not 
optional but a command from Jesus 
Himself. Missions or “being 
missional” is not just another 
category in our church to do or a 
personal activity list, it is central to 
our lives as Christ followers. The 
practical application of this requires 
sacrifice of self and taking up our 
cross to follow Christ (Matt 16:24). I 
was personally convicted of the 
difficulty I have in letting go of my 
time and energy required by this life 
of sacrifice.  

As Elmwood strives to be a 
missional church, a love for the 
supremacy of Christ’s Glory and an 
ambition to see disciples made, 
needs to be a central focus. The 
miracle of the Gospel of Grace that 
causes dead hearts to be brought to 
life, to enable us to know and love 
and hunger after these things is 
worthy of all our energies and 
passions. 

 – Gord Funk 



 Looking Ahead to 2017 
Elmwood MB Church held its first 
congregational meeting of 2017 on 
February 26 immediately following the 
Sunday morning service.  The primary 
purpose of the meeting was to 
approve the 2017 budget.  A review of 
the 2016 financials revealed that for 
the second year in a row, we had a 
significant surplus of funds (a total 
slightly above $55,000).  However, 
unlike in 2015, where the surplus was 
largely from unexpected growth, the 
bulk of the 2016 surplus was 
attributed to the lack of paid staff that 
was employed throughout the year. 

The growth in giving was examined 
further, and we have been encouraged 
by the fact that of the $40,000 increase 
that has happened over just the past 
two years, this can be largely 
attributed to the age categories that 
are 40 and under.  In fact, those age 
categories have seen growth in giving 
of approximately $40,000 in the last 
two years alone.  This has caused a 
shift from a situation where two years 
ago over 51% of the church’s funds 
came from members 70 and older, and 
now that number is significantly less 
dependent on the Senior members in 
our church.  

A review of some of the 2016 building 
projects were reviewed – we were 
blessed to have the construction 
projects of the nursery and library 
both come in under budget.  That was 
thanks to many donations of time, 
talent 

 
talent, and labour from many 
members.  The work in those projects 
will help ministries and members grow 
in Elmwood for hopefully many years 
to come. 

The budget for 2017 was presented, 
with $40,000 from the 2016 surplus to 
be transferred to the Wellness Fund, 
which looks after building projects to 
take care of some immediate building 
needs of the church. 

The focus of the meeting quickly 
shifted from what needs to be done to 
the building to what we envision 
happening in the church in the year 
ahead.  A staffing proposal of having: a 
lead Pastor, an Associate Pastor, a 
Worship Pastor/Bookkeeper, Admin 
Assistant, Children’s Director, Youth 
Director, and Custodian was presented 
in both its impact on the 2017 Budget 
and in the future years.  Staffing in 
such a way will make room to grow as 
a church in so many different ways not 
possible when, ahem, just Ken and 
Marni are on staff. 

The focus of Elmwood MB in 2017 is 
not just on filling paid staff positions 
though, but also equipping lay-leaders 
and volunteers within the 
congregation.  A continued allowance 
for creating a disciples-making-
disciples mentality also comes in the 
form of leadership training and other 
kinds of training and study.  Those 
budget items involved in Discipleship. 


