
A Christmas Evening of 
Comedy 
The basement of EMBC was 
transformed into a beautifully 
decorated bistro-like atmosphere 
for guests to enjoy a delicious array 
of desserts, carols and laughs. 
Leland Klassen entertained with 
jokes that related to being 
Mennonite, hand size, and 
Christmas memories while we were 
lead through songs and caroling 
with the musical styling of Dan 
Macaulay.  

I found the evening to be quite 
enjoyable and although the evening 
in it’s entirety may not have been 
everyone’s cup of tea, there was 
enough variety in the 
entertainment and desserts that I 
think it catered to a large range of 
interests. It was wonderful to see 
the range of guests who attended 
and be able to share laughs and 
spend time with many members of 
our congregation. I particularly 
enjoyed the interaction between 
guests and the performers Leland 
and Dan.  Throughout the act, 
during the breaks and after the 
show I observed many people 
comparing hand size with Leland  
(he has rather disproportionately 
large hands, which was part of his 
act).  

This was different from the way 
EMBC has celebrated Christmas in 
the past, but I found it to be 
refreshing as it was a new way to 

connect with other members and 
enjoy fellowship with each other. It 
gave us an opportunity to laugh at 
ourselves and also with each other. 
I would be open to seeing more 
events at EMBC that may be a little 
different than what we have done in 
the past. It was really fun for me to 
connect with members of our 
congregation in this new way, 
whether it was conversing in a 
different environment, or observing 
members laugh (or not laugh) and 
make jokes. 

The evening closed with a reminder 
of God’s love for us; and how 
Christmas is more than making 
memories, and exchanging gifts. 
Christmas is a reminder of God’s 
great gift to us, Jesus Christ, who 
came to heal our relationship with 
God.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped create such a welcoming 
place with the decoration and set 
up, the array of desserts, coat check 
service, and audio-visual. 

 Victoria Kornelsen 

To follow Jesus is to be in the 
fraternity of the cross, as Jesus 
would say, “Anyone who would 
come after me must deny 
themselves & take up their cross 
daily…” Matt. 9:23.  A cross is not 
just any trial or challenge in life, it is 
the price to that is paid when we 
follow the One who gave all for our 
good.  Matthew the tax collector 
understood this, as he left his 
career & his status in society to 
follow Jesus. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(who died for his faith) said, “…only 
those who are dead to their own 
will can follow Christ.”  In contrast, 
today it is popular to be spiritual 
but not religious, meaning people 
like the idea of believing in God & 
practicing some spiritual exercises  
as long as it helps them gain  
peace & it fits their life. But  
this is not what Jesus  
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invites us to when he says, ‘Follow 
Me’.  He invites us to feed the hungry, 
to give a drink to the thirsty, to clothe 
the naked & take in the foreigner & 
orphan, he calls us to visit the sick & 
the one in prison & to receive the 
stranger (Matt. 25:31-46).  It is to 
pursue God in Bible study & prayer & 
spurring on the saints towards 
heaven. Taking up a cross involves 
pain as we set aside our agenda & put 
Christ 1st in all our relationships 
&responsibilities.  To be a disciple is 
to be a follower of Jesus, trusting him 
in our life & our death.  May our 
church know this in our families & in 
our communities this year ahead!  

Pastor Ken 

 



Life Journeys  
 Births: 
-MaKenna Rachel, daughter of Julia 
& Damian Brodal on January 1st 

 -Ian Jack, son of Gord & Katie Funk 
on January 25th 

 -Kacey Christine, daughter to Ryan 
& Christy Penner on February 12th 

 -Ezra John, son of Ryan & Michell 
Giesbrecht on February 24th 

 -Aiden James, son of Andrew & 
Alyssa Friesen on May 29th 

 -Winry Mei, daughter of Cody & 
Jessica Forsman on August 18th 
 -Natalie Bennett, daughter of Mike 
& Laura Dueck on August 20th 
 -Reid Brandon, son of BJ & Sara 
Dueck on August 27th 
 -Terence Joshua & Norah Lynn, 
son & daughter of Brendan & 
Melissa Kernaghan on Sept. 22nd 

-Audrey Kalea, daughter of Paul 
and Victoria Kornelsen on 
December 19th  

-Wallace Jacob, son of Colin and 
Kimberly Rivard on December 31st  

 
Deaths: 
-Mary Flatt on Dec. 8th 2015 

-Martin Hiebert on Dec. 23rd 2015 

-Rose Grip on Jan. 12th 

-Dorothy Penner on Jan. 14th   

-Martha Goertz on March 29th   

-Hilda Ewert on May 13th   

-Irene Neufeld on Sept. 29th   

-Dave Unger on Oct. 6th   

-Mary Goerz on Oct. 25th  

-Margaret Wall on Dec. 6th  

Associate Pastor Position 
In mid November, on behalf of 
Leadership Council, Moderator 
Curtis Klassen shared a staffing 
proposal with the congregation, 
with the following opening 
comments: 

“Over the past few months, your 
Leadership Council has been 
meeting bi-weekly, in order to make 
space to reflect together on 
Scripture, to pray, and to talk about 
the future of Elmwood MB Church; 
where we understand God to be 
taking us, and how we can 
participate in that journey…. Out of 
that, and from the numerous 
comments we received through the 
review process of Pastor Ken, as well 
as in the search for a Youth Pastor, 
we humbly propose a shift in 
staffing to you. This is something 
birthed out of the felt needs of our 
congregation, but also comes with a 
desire to be faithful to God’s leading 
for the future of His Church here at 
Elmwood MB.”   

Included in the document package 
were three job descriptions for 
proposed staffing positions at 
Elmwood – an Associate Pastor and 
two part-time positions in Youth 
and Children’s ministries. 

On November 20, Leadership 
Council hosted a Town Hall meeting 
where the proposal could be 
discussed further. Council received 
great feedback at that meeting, 
which assisted with writing 

additional clarification into the job 
description for an Associate Pastor; 
that job description was made 
available to the congregation again 
on December 4.     

The Stewards Committee met 
separately to discuss the proposal, 
and returned their 
recommendation to Leadership 
Council that Elmwood proceed to 
first hire an Associate Pastor, and 
delay hiring into the other two 
positions at this time.   

A special congregational meeting 
took place on December 18 to vote 
on Leadership Council’s 
recommendation to hire an 
Associate Pastor. The motion was 
overwhelmingly supported, 
receiving 99% affirmation.   

Leadership Council will meet in 
January to discuss next steps 
towards hiring an Associate Pastor. 
Please join us in committing this 
matter to prayer. 

Lori Dueck 

Church Swap 
On November 5th, the Elmwood MB 
Church Mom’s Group held their first 
swap to facilitate the exchange 
of clothing & toys, especially for 
women & children. The response 
from the church was 
amazing!  There was a wide variety 
including lots of clothing, for babies 
& children as well as for women, a 
great deal of toys & kitchenware 
items as well.  It was really 
wonderful to see how our church 

came together to donate so many 
wonderful items for the swap! On 
the day of the swap, there were 
about 10 people who came to look 
through all the treasures 
there.  Everyone seemed to be 
really happy with their finds. All the 
leftover donations were taken to 
the Crisis Pregnancy Centre & our 
local MCC thrift store. 

I love events like this because it 
allows us to get more use out of the 
things that we buy.  It’s nice to be 
able to share our clothes with our 
church family, & give something 
that we haven’t looked at in a while 
a new life with someone else.  This 
is especially true for baby clothes & 
children’s clothes; I find that the 
children will only wear things for a 
short amount of time.  When we’re 
able to give clothes that no longer 
fit to a swap, it means that another 
little one will get good use out of an 
outfit that may have only been worn 
once by the first owner.  It’s also 
really fun to go through all the items 
at a swap, because you never know 
what you’re going to find.  For 
example, I found a dress that my 
daughter wore at her 2nd birthday 
party.  I didn’t know I would be 
finding her a party dress & finding it 
at church made it that much more 
special to us.  The swap was such a 
lovely event & I’m looking forward 
to participating in another church 
swap in the future. 

Alysa Friesen 



When Helping Hurts  
We are living in an age of great 
disparity between the rich and the 
poor, between wealth and poverty.  
And, whether we like to admit it or 
not, we generally fall into the 
category of the wealthy class.   

Fortunately, in the past two 
decades there has been a 
significant growth in interest and 
increased efforts by North 
American churches to extend aid to 
the poor among us.  But good 
intentions are not enough.  It is 
possible to hurt poor people in the 
very process of trying to help them.   

For the past number of weeks the 
adult Sunday School class has been 
trying to come to terms with the 
question of whether or not we 
should help impoverished people.  
The biblical instructions are clear 
enough.  Many passages focus on 
this theme; for example, 1 John 
3:17: “If anyone has material 
possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be in him?” 

One of the first challenges in our 
class was to define the concept of 
poverty.  It soon became clear that 
a lack of material things is not the 
main component.  Spiritual, 
emotional and social poverty are 
more significant factors than a 
scarcity of assets.  Broken 
relationships with God, with others, 
with the self and with one’s 

surroundings are at the root of 
being in need. 

In other words, poverty alleviation 
isn’t just about fixing someone’s 
circumstances or giving them hand-
outs.  It is much more about helping 
them to discover their value as 
persons created in the image of God 
and empowering them to build 
positive relationships in all 
directions.  It also means to provide 
them with the resources and 
opportunities to become motivated 
for their own self-support.  

More specifically, assistance needs 
to be tailored to meet their needs.  
When people are in a crisis – 
whether from man-made or natural 
causes – then emergency relief is in 
order.  The next stage is 
rehabilitation, i.e. helping people to 
stabilize their lives in a sustainable 
format.  Last but not least is the 
component of development.  This 
step involves providing training or 
other support so people can move 
beyond subsistence survival to a 
level of well-being where they can 
in turn become helpers to others 
who are in need.   

To become involved in this 
discussion, consider joining the 
class when it resumes at 9:00 a.m. 
on January 15th. 

Al Enns 

 

  
 


